February 3, 2012

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in regard to your speech yesterday at the National Prayer Breakfast.  Thank you for participating, and thank you for the speech.  It was good to hear you acknowledge how extraordinarily blessed you are, and may I add that each and everyone of us as citizens of this great country are, as well, extraordinarily blessed.

Thank you for making mention of our Biblical call to care for the least, our responsibility mentioned in Proverbs to speak up for those who cannot speak, and the Biblical teaching to be “doers of the word.”

In response to your comments at the Prayer Breakfast, I firmly believe that there are some things that must be addressed.

You quoted from Luke 12:48, “But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”

I got the impression from your words (“If I’m willing to give something up as somebody who’s been extraordinarily blessed, and give up some of the tax breaks that I enjoy, I actually think that it is going to make economic sense”) that you were attempting to reason out raising taxes on wealthy Americans.

Earlier in that exact same chapter of the Bible from which you quoted, ironically, after someone had come to Jesus asking that He speak to the man’s brother so that his brother would divide the inheritance with him, Jesus responded by saying, “Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”  (Luke 12:14-15)

Now, Mr. President, there are some things out of those two verses that you need to understand:

First, that those who have not – the poor – need to be very careful that they not covet what someone else who is better off financially – the rich – has. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness.”

On the outside of the building where the United States Supreme Court meets, there is a beautiful piece of art that portrays in carving Moses holding the Ten Commandments which God had given to him for Israel.  Our American system of law is based upon those Ten Commandments.  The very last of them, Exodus 20:17, commands, “Thou shalt not covet...anything that is thy neighbour’s.”

Second, that God’s blessing and what can be defined as a good life is not dependent upon things:  “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”  America would be far better off if we would begin to live within our means.  And may I add that if it is good for individuals, if it is good for families, then it would be great for our government also to live within its means.  You know, most other First Ladies have only had one to three personal assistants.  It would be great if your wife could cut back from the twenty-two that she has to a more reasonable number.  And rather than spending a million dollars per bus for the buses you bought for riding from the airport to your campaigns, it would also be better if you would just ride in the limo that the government has already provided for you.  And rather than traveling to Hawaii for a vacation at a cost of over six million dollars, to just travel back to Chicago where you already have a home.  Those would all be great ways for government to learn to live within its means.

Third, that if Jesus went so far as to ask, “Who made me a judge or a divider over you?” then neither you, nor I, nor anyone else has the legal or, for that matter, the moral authority to decide who has enough and who should have more.

What Jesus was telling that poor man was that it was up to his brother to decide if he wanted to divide the inheritance or not.  He took himself out of that equation.  Mr. President, you need to take yourself out of the equation of what wealthy Americans should do with their own money.  It’s none of your business.

In addition to asking “Who made me a judge?” Jesus also said in Mark 14:7, “For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always.”  

Jesus understood that no matter what or how much was done, there would always be poor people.  In addition, He specified that it was the individual’s choice to do good for the poor, “whenever they willed.”

You went on to mention “the responsibility we’re given to ‘speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.’”

Mr. President, with all due respect to your office, your time would be far better spent if you would speak up in defense of  the unborn rather than to entangle yourself with pitting the poor against the rich.  If there were ever any who could not speak for themselves, it would be the unborn.  We all know that you pitting the poor against the wealthy is the only way that you stand a chance of getting re-elected.

Since 1973 when the Supreme Court usurped authority and legislated from the bench in Roe vs. Wade, 54,559,615 precious unborn, yet also “living and breathing” babies, have been murdered – 1.37 million per year, 3,700 per day cut apart, burned, and ripped from their mothers’ wombs.

Sir, what you referred to as your own “faith journey” was defined by your “present” votes regarding abortion back in the Illinois State Senate and your record on abortion in the U.S. Senate.  They are an overwhelming indictment against you.  (Voting “present” in the Illinois State Senate should have been a clear indicator to American voters to your pathetic lack of leadership as a President and Commander-in-Chief.)

The thousand-plus page Obamacare bill that was passed into law in 2010 is a clear indicator that you are still on “a journey of confusion.”  

Today, I put a sign out in front of our church for everyone who passes on the street to see.  It reads: “Separation of Church and State means Obamacare has no say in Catholic or Other Churches’ business.”

Mandating abortion and birth control is hardly partnering with Catholic charities.

Finally, I must address your call to “give something” of ourselves “for the betterment of others.”

No doubt you will recall that on several of your overseas trips, you bowed to foreign heads of state.  Mr. President, the very best thing that you could “give for the betterment of others” would be to put that experienced bowing to good use and simply bow out gracefully from this next presidential election. 

It would save your donors a billion wasted campaign dollars.  It would save the wealthy all of the millions and billions that you want to steal from them.  And it would save the children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and future generations from utter bankruptcy. 

Sincerely,

Tom Vineyard

Pastor
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