February 2, 2012

Dear General Clark:

It has been many years since I met you in the airport in St. Louis.  It was just for a brief moment, but I recognized you because of having seen you so many times on CNN.

Again, I want to thank you for your sacrifice and service to our country.  In the fall of each year we set aside a Sunday at our church either on or just before Veteran’s Day to honor those who have served our country in the United States military.  We owe you a debt that we will never be able to repay.

For 15 years, I was a missionary with my family in Africa serving in the countries of Zaire, Congo, and Ivory Coast.  We saw firsthand in all three of those countries what war can do.  In all three cases, those who fought, fought for selfish gain rather than for freedom.

I am thankful for those Americans down through the years who have fought and died for our continuing freedom.

I am writing to you now because of having learned that votevets.org, which you are a part of, pressured Gen. Raymond Odierno into not allowing Ret. Lt. Gen. William G. Boykin to speak at the US Military Academy.  The votesvet.org statement was that it would be “contrary to Army values and disrespectful to Muslim cadets.”

Just recently, our church had the privilege of hosting Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin.  He spoke to us on a Friday evening.  I am especially thankful for the sacrifices that he has personally made, including having been hit by a .50 caliber round that struck the helicopter that he was riding in while on one particular mission.  Gen. Boykin is the real deal.  He is an American hero and deserves the utmost of respect, honor, and dignity.

Words cannot describe how saddened, discouraged, and disgusted I am that United States veterans organized under the name votevets.org would pressure the most renowned institution of our US Military to consider uninviting a decorated war hero such as General Boykin.  

Onenewsnow.com reported that votevets.org had teamed up with the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) and anti-Christian crusader Mikey Weinstein, of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, to petition West Point to disinvite Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin.  The article goes on to state that your organization and the others claimed that allowing Boykin to speak would be disrespectful to Muslim cadets.

General Clark, perhaps you are not aware that CAIR has been proven by the US Government, the FBI in particular, to be a part of Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood.  They are committed to overthrowing the United States Constitution which you have sworn to uphold and defend against all enemies foreign and domestic.   What an egregious dereliction of duty!  CAIR is dedicated to replacing our Constitution with Sharia Law.  

May I be so bold as to say that votevets.org is being disrespectful to Gen. Boykin, not to mention all of those who have fought and bled and died in the ongoing fight against Islamic terrorism that is permeating our world at this time?

Please find enclosed some necessary reading that will bring you up to speed on the threat that CAIR is to our country, our Constitution, and our very way of life.

Sincerely,

Tom Vineyard

Pastor

TV:sgb

http://www.wnd.com/2011/07/317769/

HOMELAND INSECURITYWND Exclusive

CAIR stonewalls after IRS revokes status

Muslim group won't disclose information as required by law

Published: 07/02/2011 at 1:50 AM 

In the wake of loss of its tax-exempt status, the Council on American-Islamic Relations is refusing to comply with IRS rules requiring public disclosure of its annual tax disclosure forms. 

Two news agencies that asked for the forms were brushed off.

The IRS states a tax-exempt organization must make available “for public inspection and copying” its exemption application and its annual return, including Form 990.

The nonprofit-organization monitor GuideStar, which provides online access to the annual returns of nonprofits, states under its listing for CAIR’s national organization that the Muslim group’s “exempt status was automatically revoked by the IRS for failure to file a Form 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, or 990-PF for 3 consecutive years.”

“Further investigation and due diligence are warranted,” the GuideStar notice about CAIR says.

Fight back against CAIR’s attack on First Amendment by making a contribution to WND’s “Legal Defense Fund.” Donations of $25 or more entitle you to free copy of “Muslim Mafia” – the book so devastating to CAIR the group is trying to ban it.

The Tennessean newspaper’s Washington bureau reporter asked for the documentation Tuesday at CAIR’s Washington, D.C., office three blocks from the U.S. Capitol.

The reporter was told she should come back the next day, because CAIR’s executive director, Nihad Awad, was in a meeting.

The newspaper did not send its reporter to follow up, explaining it was clear that CAIR did not have the documents.

The D.C.-based Web newssite Politico also tried unsuccessfully to see the annual returns.

Politico said a CAIR attorney initially said the organization’s appearance on the IRS list referred to a defunct arm of the organization, insisting CAIR and the CAIR Foundation were unaffected.

The GuideStar listing for CAIR Foundation Inc., however, states that the group’s tax exempt status has been revoked, and the section that lists annual returns is blank. 

WND reported in January 2010 that CAIR’s national office had failed to file financial records since 2007 as required by federal law.

CAIR told Politico the IRS was to blame but could not produce the Form 990 disclosure forms for 2007 through 2010 when requested.

“We are looking into all of these issues and are working with the IRS to clear things up,” CAIR spokesman Ibrahim Hooper told Politico. “CAIR was clearly not targeted or singled in any way by the IRS.”

The IRS revocation of CAIR’s non-profit status prompted Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va., to ask the IRS to investigate whether CAIR has “illegally received or solicited funds from foreign governments or agents.”

Wolf said in a letter to IRS Commissioner Douglas Shulman that he wants to resolve the question of whether foreign and potentially hostile governments have funded CAIR.

The move by the IRS followed an expose published by WND Books that revealed the violations by CAIR, triggering a federal investigation and audit.

CAIR, which was named an unindicted co-conspirator in a major terror-funding case, has filed a lawsuit to stop dissemination of internal papers that document its ties to the Muslim Brotherhood and international jihad.

Many of the papers were cited in “Muslim Mafia.

The book recounts how FBI wiretap evidence from the terror-finance case showed CAIR Executive Director Awad was at an October 1993 meeting of Hamas leaders and activists in Philadelphia that gave birth to CAIR as an organization designed to give a “media twinkle” to the Muslim leaders’ agenda of supporting violent jihad abroad while slowly institutionalizing Islamic law at home.

Numerous CAIR leaders have been prosecuted for terrorism or shown to be connected.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The CAIR legal attack on WND’s author is far from over. WND needs your help in supporting the defense of “Muslim Mafia” co-author P. David Gaubatz, as well as his investigator son Chris, against CAIR’s lawsuit. The book’s revelations have led to formal congressional demands for three different federal investigations of CAIR. In the meantime, however, someone has to defend these two courageous investigators who have, at great personal risk, revealed so much about this dangerous group. Although WND has procured the best First Amendment attorneys in the country for their defense, we can’t do it without your help. Please donate to WND’s Legal Defense Fund now.

http://www.wnd.com/2011/04/282733/

GLOBAL JIHADWorldNetDaily Exclusive

CAIR chief's designs to 'run' U.S. revealed

'Who better than Muslims,' Awad asks, to lead 'Christian-Judeo-Islamic' nation?

Published: 04/03/2011 at 11:03 PM 

CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad

The same national Muslim leader who’s launched an “education campaign” to quell American fears over Shariah law once gave a full-throated speech to Muslims advocating an Islamic rise to power in America. 

In a newly surfaced video of a 2000 speech to the Islamic Society of North America, Council on American-Islamic Relations Executive Director Nihad Awad told his Muslim audience: “Muslims in America are in the best position to show Islam and to show action and to show vision – not only for a Muslim school, how it should be run, but for an entire society, how it should be run. Who better can lead America than Muslims?”

The Justice Department named both ISNA and CAIR unindicted co-conspirators in a criminal scheme to funnel millions of dollars to Hamas suicide bombers and their families.

In the same speech, “Participating in Public Affairs: Strategies for the Year 2000,” Awad encouraged Muslim-Americans to be more assertive with U.S. politicians.

“They should be a servant to our issues,” he said. “We should be respected.”

Get “Muslim Mafia: Inside the Secret Underworld That’s Conspiring to Islamize America,” autographed, from WND’s Superstore.

Specifically, Awad advised that Muslim-Americans demand politicians include in their national speeches and party platforms that America is also an “Islamic society.”

“This is no longer a Christian-Judeo society,” Awad maintained. “It is a Christian-Judeo-and-Islamic society.”

At the same time, Awad reminded Muslim-Americans that they are still, first and foremost, citizens of the global Islamic nation and should do everything in their power to help their Muslim brothers fighting in Kashmir against Indian Hindus and in the Palestinian territories against Israelis.

He suggested they demand U.S. leaders in Washington cut aid to both Israel and India.

“We belong to the ummah, and we are an extension of the Muslim world,” he said. “We should talk about Kashmir, and we should talk about Palestine.”

Islamic law in America

CAIR is suing the state of Oklahoma to block a state constitutional measure banning Shariah law, which was approved by more than 70 percent of Oklahoma voters.

In a press release released last November applauding a Clinton-appointed federal judge’s decision to temporarily bar certification of the popular law, Awad announced CAIR was launching an “education campaign” to inform Oklahomans they have nothing to fear from Shariah law.

Awad said voters were confused by “misinformation about Islam” promulgated by “Islamophobes.”

He added: “CAIR plans an education campaign in Oklahoma to offer state residents accurate and balanced information about Islamic beliefs and practices and about the American Muslim community.”

Critics say CAIR’s leaders are worried about the passage of state constitutional bans on Shariah law, because they have a secret agenda to institutionalize Shariah law in America.

“I wouldn’t want to create the impression that I wouldn’t like the government of the United States to be Islamic sometime in the future,” CAIR Communications Director Ibrahim Hooper told a Minneapolis Star-Tribune reporter in 1993, before CAIR was formed.

CAIR’s founding chairman, Omar Ahmad, moreover, has flatly argued Shariah law should replace the Constitution.

“Islam isn’t in America to be equal to any other faith, but to become dominant,” he told a Muslim audience in Fremont, Calif., in 1998. “The Quran should be the highest authority in America.”

FBI Director Robert Mueller recently confirmed in congressional testimony that his agency has cut off ties to Washington-based CAIR, citing terror concerns with its national leaders – including Awad.

“We have no formal relationship with CAIR because of concerns with regard to the national leadership,” Mueller testified.

Wiretap evidence from the Holy Land Foundation terror-finance case put Awad at a Philadelpia meeting of Hamas leaders that was secretly recorded by the FBI. Participants hatched a plot to disguise payments to Hamas terrorists as charity. Wiretaps also record them stating the need to deceive Americans about their true aims.

The secret meeting, held in the 1990s at a Courtyard by Marriott hotel, was called to order by CAIR founding Chairman Ahmad. Both he and Awad launched CAIR not long after the meeting.

Mueller confirmed the wiretap evidence during a recent House Judiciary Committee hearing.

The Justice Department also designated Ahmad as an unindicted co-conspirator in the Holy Land trial, the largest terror-finance case in U.S. history. A federal jury convicted Holy Land’s leaders on all 108 counts.

Ahmad stepped down from CAIR’s board of directors shortly after his federal designation.

Among other evidence collected by the FBI, the names of both Ahmad and Awad – who remains at CAIR’s helm and regularly appears unopposed on Fox News – appear in a secret phone book alongside key Hamas leader Mousa Abu Marzouk, whom the government says directed and coordinated Hamas terrorist attacks on civilians in Israel. Hamas has also murdered 17 Americans and has been listed as a U.S.-designated terror group since the 1990s.

During the Holy Land trial, U.S. prosecutors alleged that CAIR’s ties to Hamas are “ongoing.” In a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee, assistant FBI Director Richard Power suggested both Ahmad and Awad remain under federal scrutiny.

http://www.thenewamerican.com/index.php/usnews/crime/2803-cair-leader-in-los-angeles-al-awlaki-disciple

CAIR Leader in Los Angeles Al-Awlaki Disciple? | Print |   

Written by Joe Wolverton, II    

Friday, 22 January 2010 18:00 

There has been no shortage of media coverage of Anwar al-Awlaki, the American-born Yemen-based al-Qaeda associate who is purportedly the preacher that inspired Nidal Hasan to kill a dozen of his fellow soldiers at a Fort Hood processing center and convinced Umar Abdulmutallab to strap explosives to himself and try to blow up a crowded plane over Detroit on Christmas Day. If al-Awlaki’s message is that mesmerizing and his methods so pervasive, then it stands to reason that there are other, equally devout disciples eager to obey their master’s voice and carry out the deadly dictates of his twisted dogma.

According to reports published online Monday, the leader of the Southern California branch of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has blogged recently about his admiration of the writings of al-Awlaki and how, after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, he began “listening to” the controversial cleric’s message.   

Affad Shaikh is the civil rights manager of CAIR-Los Angeles, the largest chapter of the organization in California. He has held this influential post since April 2006. Shaikh wrote that after 9/11 he began the process of converting from a devout Muslim to a fundamentalist, devoted to searching out and studying the works of several influential and radical Islamic preachers. “I just went from one book to anther, started with Espisito and Armstrong, went to Kotob and reading classical translations of Ghazzali and Ibm Taymiyya and listening to people like Anwar Awlaki and Suhaib Webb,” Shaikh records. 

Shaikh’s roster of mentors read like a who’s who of Islamic fundamentalism. The “Kotob” listed by Shaikh is Sayyid Qutb, an Egyptian infamous for being the spiritual and intellectual father of the Muslim Brotherhood (a transnational and reportedly terrorist political organization dedicated to the codification of their violent and oppressive interpretation of the Quran as the law in Muslim countries) and considered by many to be a martyr after he was executed by the government of Egypt. 

Suhaib Webb (born William Webb) is a former DJ and Christian from Oklahoma who converted to Islam at age 20 and has become a favorite of radical Islamic groups across the country, being asked to be the keynote speaker at numerous gatherings of Muslim muckrakers. Webb currently serves as a freelance imam, as well as a student at the College of Shariah at Al-Azhar University in Cairo. 

As it stands today, the most notorious of the guiding lights being followed by Affad Shaikh is Anwar al-Awlaki. Awlaki’s ties to both Major Nidal Hasan, the army psychiatrist who brutally murdered 13 people and injured 32 others in a hail of gunfire on November 5, 2009, and Umar Abdulmutallab, the young Nigerian who, but for a malfunctioning detonator, would have blown up Northwest Airlines Flight 253 en route from Amsterdam, Netherlands, to Detroit on Christmas Day 2009.

In an interview with al-Jazeera, Awlaki proudly confirmed the e-mail exchange he carried on with Hasan beginning in December 2008, nearly a year prior to the Army officer’s murderous rampage. Specifically, Awlaki, who once mentored Hasan in his role as prayer leader at the Ft. Hood shooter’s mosque in northern Virginia, told the Arab news agency that Hasan asked him whether the killing of U.S. soldiers was justified under Islamic law. 

While Awlaki did not answer the reporter’s question as to whether or not he encouraged Hasan to carry out his apparently pre-meditated assassination of soldiers preparing to deploy to Iraq and Afghanistan, he brazenly admits that in his opinion, “The operation had a military target inside America, and there's no dispute about that.” He goes on to proclaim that “working in the U.S. military to kill Muslims is a betrayal to Islam.” Curiously, the American expatriate does not comment on whether or not his proven association and advocacy of the terrorism perpetrated by al-Qaeda is faithful to Islamic principles. 

Given the fanatical actions taken by two members of the al-Awlaki fan club (until recently he maintained a Facebook fan page) and the reputed sponsorship of those activities by the cleric himself, it is a matter of national security that those officials charged with protecting Americans from future terrorist attacks pay particular attention to the behavior and words of other al-Awlaki acolytes.  

Among those al-Awlaki admirers who merit increased attention by law enforcement is Affad Shaikh. Three and a half years ago Shaikh wrote a blog entry entitled, “Five Years Ago an American Muslim was Born.” In this entry, Shaikh describes his metamorphosis from passive, casual “token Muslim” to activist, taking leadership roles in radical groups such as CAIR, an organization associated intimately with the leadership of Hamas and a confederate of the equally terroristic Muslim Brotherhood's Palestine Committee. 

It was while living in San Diego that Shaikh transformed into the religious firebrand he is today. Curiously, it was in San Diego that al-Awlaki began his association with two of the 9/11 hijackers while serving as imam at the Masjid Ar-Ribat al-Islami mosque where the two are supposed to have worshipped. 

There is another nexus between San Diego and al-Awlaki. Frontpagemag.com reports that Edgar Hopida, the director of public relations for the CAIR office in San Diego, attended al-Awlaki’s mosque and sought out the counsel of al-Awlaki and turned to the imam for further insight and instruction in the gospel of the religion he recently adopted. Hopida called al-Awlaki a “respected imam” and chided those who were “jumping to conclusions” regarding his affiliation with terrorists. 

When it comes to protection the national security of the United States, the current intelligence and security establishment has been woefully inept. They ignored the flares of fanaticism shot off in advance of Nidal Hasan’s shooting spree, as well as similar warnings about the questionable movements and associations of Umar Abdulmutallab months before he boarded a plane loaded with enough powdered explosives to kill all 300 of his fellow passengers. Both these men reportedly progressed along their respective paths from fervent seeker of religious instruction to homicidal perpetrators of terror. 

If the American security apparatus has any chance of redeeming itself and atoning for the lives of 13 at Ft. Hood and the missteps that nearly resulted in the death of hundreds more on Christmas Day, then they must “jump to conclusions” and actively investigate the strength of the ties between al-Awlaki and Affad Shaikh and any others who maybe imbibing from the steady stream of hate flowing from al-Awlaki’s Yemeni hideout.

http://www.investigativeproject.org/2340/federal-judge-agrees-cair-tied-to-hamas

Federal Judge Agrees: CAIR Tied to Hamas

IPT News

November 22, 2010

 border=0 v:shapes="_x0000_s1027">The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has been connected to the terrorist organization Hamas, a federal judge said in a July 2009 ruling unsealed last week.

"The government has produced ample evidence to establish the associations of CAIR, ISNA, NAIT, with NAIT, the Islamic Association for Palestine, and with Hamas," U.S. District Court Judge Jorge Solis said in the July 1, 2009, ruling.

CAIR, the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) and the North American Islamic Trust (NAIT) had protested to Solis that they were incorrectly named as unindicted co-conspirators in the 2008 trial of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development. Among the allegations, HLF was accused of having provided more than $12 million to Hamas. After a 2007 mistrial, five former HLF officials convicted on 108 counts, ranging from money laundering to conspiring to provide material support to terrorists.

Following the trial, CAIR, ISNA, and NAIT have argued that their inclusion on the list injured their standing in the community, and their image. They wanted their ties to Hamas removed from the trial records and the list sealed.

Solis agreed the list should not have been made public, saying that doing so violated the Fifth Amendment rights of the listed individuals and organizations. Criticizing the decision to publish the list, the judge explained that CAIR has been subjected to "annoyance, ridicule, scorn, and a loss of reputation in the community." (see the IPTs earlier coverage of the decision to publish the list here).

However, Solis refused to remove references to CAIR and the other groups from the trial record. That's because the government introduced extensive evidence tying CAIR to Hamas. "The public," he wrote, "may make its own judgment from evidence presented at trial."

Solis filed his July 2009 ruling under seal, and until recently, it was unclear what information was actually contained in the order.

NAIT attempted to have Solis' ruling revised, asking the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals to unseal the order and strike any references that tied the organization to Hamas. "The District Court's analysis, NAIT argues, essentially tars it with the same brush of guilt by association that the government used in its pre-trial brief," explained the appellate court. The court agreed to unseal the lower court ruling, but refused to strike Judge Solis' explanation that the groups were tied to Hamas.

While Solis' ruling may provide new ammunition for the groups to claim their rights were violated when they were publicly named as unindicted co-conspirators, they also have to explain why a federal judge determined the government had "ample evidence" tying the groups to a designated terrorist organization.

"CAIR's status as a co-conspirator is a matter of public record," Solis explained. Examining the trial proceedings, he recounted the numerous ties between ISNA, NAIT, and CAIR.

During the trial, the government introduced documents detailing the Muslim Brotherhood's beginnings in the United States. Amongst those was the May 22, 1991, "Explanatory Memorandum on the General Strategic Goal for the Group in North America," authored by Mohamed Akram. The memorandum includes a section titled "Understanding the role of the Muslim Brother in North America" which states that the work of the Ikhwan in the United States is a "kind of grand jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization from within and sabotaging its miserable house by their hands and the hands of the believers so that it is eliminated and God's religion is made victorious over all religions."

Also contained in the document was a list of the Muslim Brotherhood's "organizations and the organizations of our friends," which includes ISNA, NAIT, the Occupied Land Fund (HLFs former name, and others.

In another exhibit, titled "Preliminary vision for preparing future leadership," dated Dec. 18, 1998, ISNA is listed as an "apparatus" of the Brotherhood. When the Holy Land Foundation first began, it raised money and supported Hamas through a bank account it held with ISNA and NAIT. ISNA checks deposited into the account were often payable to "the Palestinian Mujahiden."

The Investigative Project on Terrorism has long chronicled the financial ties between ISNA/NAIT and Hamas, including coverage of the trial against HLF. Exhibits entered during the trial included an expense voucher from NAIT, an ISNA subsidiary, made out for $10,000 in the name of Musa Abu Marzook, as well as a check drawn on a NAIT account in the same amount made out to Marzook. Another check for $10,000 on the same account was made out to Marzook's wife, Nadia Elashi. Another check for $30,000 was made out to the Islamic University of Gaza (and has Shukri Abu Baker/OLF written on the memo line), a school long known to be controlled by HAMAS, and which counted such notables as former Hamas leader Dr. Abdel Aziz Rantissi and current Hamas leader Dr. Mahmoud Al-Zahar as professors, and the recently deposed Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh is a former dean of the University.

In addition to the financial connections, the trial also revealed cooperation between the organizations and their respective leadership. During the trial, the government introduced documents relating to the creation of the "Palestine Committee," which was established to support Hamas. The Committee was run by Hamas leader Mousa Abu Marzook, and included representatives from the Islamic Association of Palestine, the Holy Land Foundation, and CAIR, represented by founder Omar Ahmad.

Ahmad also attended the 1993 Philadelphia conference, where leaders of the organizations under the Muslim Brotherhood umbrella met to discuss the future of the Brotherhood in the United States. The Philadelphia conference was attended by several members of the Palestine Committee, which supported and collected money for Hamas.

At the conference, attendees discussed how to proceed in light of the recently negotiated Oslo Accords between Israel and the Palestinians. Hamas opposed the accords because it called for the recognition of the state of Israel. The attendees discussed how they would have to be careful in their opposition to the Oslo Accords because they did not want to be viewed as being against the peace process or as aligned with terrorist groups. As Special Agent Lara Burns testified during the trial, President HLF President Shukri Abu Baker explained that the new entity should present a benign face compared to existing Islamist groups: "And let's not hoist a large Islamic flag, and let's not be barbaric-talking. We will remain a front so that if the thing happens, we will benefit from the new happenings instead of having all of our organizations classified and exposed."
